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• Thesis topic
• What is hawala?
• Diaspora’s core dilemma
• Migratory patterns in Afghanistan
• Mechanics of hawala
• Potential for development



Thesis Topic

Non-state actors engaging in transnational 
mobilisation that:

a) lack power at the systemic level; and

b) exist somewhere on a continuum 
between institutionalised social movements 
and networks of terror and organised crime



What is hawala?

• Exchange of debt
• Trust and reference

Two main functions:
• Sending and receiving of money
• Settlement process



Three types of dealers

• Local
• Regional/provincial
• International
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Core dilemma

• How to survive as a group
• Adaptation



Migratory Patterns

• Not initiated by war alone

• Complex patterns of repeated 
migration and repatriation



Mechanics of Hawala

• Who is doing business?

• What sort of business are they doing?

• How is business being conducted?

• What are the spatial patterns of the business?



Est. inflows of USD in 
Afghanistan’s hawala system*

5.55 - 6.0Total:

0.2NGOs

1.05 - 1.5Remittances

0.5UN agencies

1.1Unofficial trade through ATT

2.7Opium trade

USDbnSource

*Edwina Thompson, forthcoming



Who are the users?

• Family remitters
• Traders
• Development agencies
• Traffickers 



What role do the 
‘money men’ play?

• Developmental
• Dysfunctional
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